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What the Field Taught Me

My grandmother has a small vegetable field. When I was little, I only liked the harvest
days — the days of picking tomatoes and eating them under the sun.

One summer, I stayed with her for two weeks. On the first morning, she woke me at five.
We pulled weeds, checked leaves, and gave water — for hours, and there was nothing to
eat. "The field doesn’t grow on harvest days,” she said. "It grows on all the other days.”

I did not understand her then. But last year, before the piano contest, I remembered her
words. My practice felt like pulling weeds: quiet, boring, and endless. I wanted to skip it.
Instead, I imagined my small tomatoes getting bigger every day, little by little, unseen.

I did not win the contest. Still, when I finished playing, I felt something warm and sure in
my hands — hours that nobody saw, standing behind me like a good harvest.

Now I know what the field taught me. Results are only one day. Growth is every day.
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