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When my grandfather died, he left me an old camera and one photo. In the photo, a
young man stands in front of a small station. He is not smiling. On the back of the photo,
there was a date: March 15, fifty years ago.

"Who is this?” I asked my grandmother. She smiled and gave me an old letter. "Read this.
Your grandfather wrote it to me, on that day.”

Dear Sachiko,

I am writing this at Minami Station. Today, I failed the exam for the teacher’s job — for
the third time. I wanted to give up everything and go back to my hometown.

At the station, an old man asked me to take his photo with his camera. My hands were
shaking, but I took it. He looked at the photo and laughed. "You see people well,” he said.
"The photo has my heart in it. Don’t waste your eyes.”

I don’t fully understand his words yet. But I bought a film for my camera just now. I will
try one more year. Wait for me.

— Kenji

My grandmother touched the photo. "The old man took this one of your grandfather, with
the same camera. They exchanged photos — and promises.”

My grandfather became a teacher the next year. He taught for forty years, and his
classroom was always full of his students’ photos.

Now his camera is in my hands. I am fifteen, and I am learning to see people well.
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