U—7127-5%5— M3 Level 20720

=SB FEOAFHRITNIEZCE Class No. Name

= /10

dn

26058 BFERRE: 159 Jvlib: AREME RSV MIEXFHREOEETR

i@ BE REEE YEORICFRENSIAINDIEAERE. A ASDREL/NY—TT, D ETFHEDH | DEFRED
SRWVTEEL T, 159 THkL,

.

E BRLAITT,

When we cleaned our grandfather’s room in spring, I found an old wooden box under his
desk. Inside, there were more than one hundred letters. All of them were from the same
person: Mr. Ono, Grandpa’s friend for sixty years.

"We met in junior high,” Grandpa said, holding one letter like a treasure. "After school, he
moved far away. Telephones were expensive then. So we wrote.”

He let me read one letter from 1965. In it, young Mr. Ono wrote:

"Your last letter saved me. I failed the entrance exam and thought my life was over. I
couldn’t tell my parents how I felt. But you wrote, 'A friend who fails and stands up is
cooler than a friend who never fails.” I read it ten times. I will read it again tomorrow
morning. And then I will stand up.”

I looked at Grandpa. He was eighty, but at that moment he looked like a boy.

"Why didn’t you just call him?” I asked. "Or now — you could video-chat every day.”
"Letters wait,” he said. "A call catches you at its own time. But a letter waits for you,
quietly, until you are ready. When Ono was ready to stand up, my letter was there, on his
desk.”

That night, I did something I had never done. I wrote a letter — a real one, on paper — to
my friend Saki, who moved to Hokkaido last month. I told her about the wooden box,
about the sixty years, and about failing and standing up.

Sending it took three days. Her answer took five. It was the slowest conversation of my
life —and I have read her letter more times than any message on my phone. It is waiting
on my desk now, next to my dictionary. Some words are worth the wait.
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