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On the night of the school festival's eve, the shopping street lost its lights. A big
blackout hit the whole town at 7:00 p.m.
Nana was walking home with a paper bag full of decorations for her class. The street

went dark, and she stopped. She heard worried voices from the shops.

Then, one by one, small lights appeared. The bakery owner brought out candles. The
flower shop lady hung camping lanterns. The old bookstore owner set up a small oil lamp
which his father used sixty years ago.

"It’s like the old days,” the bookstore owner laughed. "When I was a boy, this street had
blackouts all the time. On those nights, everyone came out and talked.”

People walked out of their houses. Children pointed at the stars. The tofu shop gave out
warm miso soup for free. Nana forgot her hurry and sat on the bench, listening to the
adults’ old stories.

The lights came back at 9:00. Everyone cheered — and then, for a moment, looked a little
sad.

The next day, at the festival, Nana’s class presented their theme: "Our Town’s Treasures.”
Nana added one new photo at the center of the display. It was dark and a little blurry — a
picture of small lights and smiling faces, taken on the night the electricity disappeared.
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