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Kana had played the piano since she was four. Winning contests was normal for her —
until that autumn.

After a small bicycle accident, she lost hearing in her left ear for three months. The
doctor said it would probably return, but "probably” was the scariest word she had ever
heard. She stopped touching the piano. If music was going to leave her, she wanted to
leave it first. Her piano teacher called many times. Kana never answered.

One evening, she found her four-year-old cousin, Taiga, hitting the piano keys in her
room. It was noisy and had no melody. But Taiga was laughing with his whole body.
"Kana, this is fun! Which key is the dinosaur’s voice?”

She sat next to him and pressed the lowest key. Boom. Taiga screamed with joy and
pressed it again and again. For thirty minutes, they made dinosaurs, rain, thunder, and a
running train with the piano. The room was full of terrible, wonderful noise. Kana noticed
she was laughing, too — with her whole body, like Taiga.

That night, she wrote in her diary: "I have loved winning. But today I remembered — I
loved the sound first. Before the contests, before the scores, there was just the sound.”
Her hearing slowly returned by winter. Kana still enters contests, and she still wants to
win. But before every performance, she quietly presses the lowest key once. Boom. It is
her secret switch — a promise she made to the girl who laughed with a dinosaur.
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