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The Seed Keeper

Mr. Oda is a farmer who keeps "old seeds.” They are seeds of local vegetables
which people grew here for two hundred years.

Today, most farmers buy new seeds every year from companies. The vegetables
which come from these seeds look beautiful and are all the same size. But Mr. Oda
didn’t stop growing the old ones. "The taste that my grandmother loved lives in
these seeds,” he says.

His fields are a small museum. He grows a green pumpkin which is sweet like a
chestnut, and long red carrots which people ate on New Year’s Day.

Last year, a young chef who runs a restaurant in Tokyo visited him. Now the old
vegetables appear on the dishes which the chef makes. "Vegetables which have a
story taste different,” the chef says.

A seed is small. But it is a time capsule which carries two hundred years.
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