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City English Speech Contest — Winners

1st Prize: "The Voice Behind Me” — Mika Ito

Mika talked about her mother working as a bus driver. The words spoken by drivers
every morning — "Watch your step” — are small, but they protect hundreds of
people. Her speech, filled with respect for everyday work, moved the judges.

2nd Prize: "A Letter Written in 2011” — Kaito Endo

Kaito read a letter written by his uncle, a firefighter who worked in the tsunami
area. The letter, kept in a drawer for years, taught Kaito the meaning of "ordinary
days.”

3rd Prize: "Sounds Not Heard” — Rina Hayashi

Rina, who has a brother born with weak hearing, talked about the world seen
through his eyes. "His world is not silent. It is full of light and hands moving like
music.”

The speeches given by the three winners will be shown on the city’s website next

week.
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