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Today was my last game.

We lost in the third set, 23-25. Two points. I have never seen our gym so quiet.
Nobody moved for a while after the final whistle.

I have played volleyball for eight years, since I was seven. Volleyball has given me
everything — my best friends, my strong legs, and the words "one more!” I have
said "one more!” maybe ten thousand times. Tonight, there is no more "one more.”
After the game, our coach gathered us and said, "You have not lost eight years.
You have built them. Look at the players around you. That is what you built.” I
looked, and I couldn’t stop crying. Everyone was crying — even our tall, quiet
captain.

Tomorrow, I will start studying for high school exams. It is a new game. And thanks
to volleyball, I have learned how to fight a long game.
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