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My Treasure at Fourteen

"What is your treasure?” Our teacher asked this in class. Everyone wrote
something — a racket, a game, a photo. I couldn’t write anything.

That night, I asked my grandmother. She laughed and showed me an old empty can.
"This?” I said. "It’s just a can.”

"Open it,” she said. Inside, there were small papers. On each paper, there was a

date and small words: "The first snow with Ken.” "Tomatoes were sweet.” "A good
talk under the moon.”

"When something makes my heart warm, I write it and put it in,” she said. "On hard
days, I open this can. My warm days are always here, and they say to me, 'You have
a good life.””

I started my own can that night. My first paper was: "Grandma’s can.” My second: "I
found my treasure — it was not a thing, but a way.”

Now I am fourteen, and my can is getting heavy. When I am forty, I will open it with

my grandchild — and laugh like her.
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