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Dear Coach Yamane,

Thank you for five years. I am writing this letter because I can’t say these things
well with my voice.

Do you remember my first day? I was nine. I couldn’t catch the ball, and I cried in
the corner of the gym. You didn’t say "Don’t cry.” You said, "Great. You are crying
because you want to be good.” I have never forgotten those words.

You always looked at our hearts, not our scores. When we won, you asked, "What
did you learn?” When we lost, you asked the same question. So we were never
afraid of losing.

Last week, a small boy joined us. He couldn’t catch the ball and cried. I told him
your words. He stopped crying and smiled. Your words are already walking to the
next person.

I will play basketball in high school. When I become a captain, I want to be a
person like you.

From your player and your fan,
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