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No Bees, No Apples?

Here is a quiz. Which food needs bees — apples, almonds, or pumpkins? The
answer: all of them. Bees carry pollen from flower to flower, and then plants can
make fruits. About one third of our food needs this small worker.

But now, bees are disappearing in many countries. Why? Scientists point to some
reasons. Strong farm chemicals hurt bees’ brains, and they can’t find their way
home. Also, towns and roads took away flowers, so bees are losing their
"restaurants.”

Some people started to act. In France, using some strong chemicals became illegal.
In London, people make small flower gardens on bus stop roofs — "bee bus stops.”
In Japan, some schools plant flowers around their gardens, and farmers use fewer
chemicals in the daytime because bees work in the morning.

What can we do? Planting one small flower pot is a good start. Your flowers can be

.

a service area for a tired bee.

Next time you eat an apple at lunch, remember the small workers behind it.
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(1M J carry pollen from flower to flower, and then plants can make fruits.
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