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Interview: Weather Forecaster, Ms. Takada

Q: How do you make a weather forecast?

A: We read a lot of data — clouds from space, winds, and temperatures. Computers
help us, but the last decision is human work. The sky of each town has its own
personality.

Q: Do you feel bad when the forecast misses?

A: Of course. When I say "sunny” and it rains, someone’s washing gets wet.
Someone’s picnic is broken. So I say sorry on TV. But I don’t hide the miss — 1
explain why it happened. Trust is not "always right.” Trust is "always honest.”

Q: What is the best part of your job?

A: Before a big typhoon, we repeat warnings again and again. One day, a woman
told me, "Your voice moved my family to my uncle’s house early. Our house was
damaged, but we were all safe.” Weather reports cannot stop the rain. But they can

move people before the rain. That is why I stand in front of the map every day.
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