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The Piano After School (Part 2)

The door opened. It was Mr. Kubo, the school janitor. He was surprised to see us —
and then he saw the notebook in Ryo’s hand.

"Ah,” he said softly. "You found my secret.”

Mr. Kubo told us his story. Fifty years ago, he was a student of this school. His
music teacher was Ms. K. Sato. She found his talent and taught him the piano after
school, in this room. "I was poor and had no piano at home. This room was my
piano.”

Ms. Sato died last spring. Her family gave her old notebook to Mr. Kubo — her
teaching notes, full of students’ names.

"On Tuesdays and Thursdays, I finish my work at six. I play her favorite song here.
It is my way of saying thank you.”

Mei opened the door wide. "Mr. Kubo, please teach us that song. Let’s play it
together at the school festival — for Ms. Sato.”

The ghost story of our school now has a warm ending. And on the stage in
November, the piano will not play alone.
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Let’s play it together at the school festival+the piano will not play
alone,
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