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The Wind on Wheels — Ken Aoki

Ken Aoki was a soccer boy. He practiced every day and dreamed of becoming a pro
player.

When he was fifteen, he lost the use of his legs in a traffic accident. In the
hospital, he didn’t talk to anyone for weeks. "My life finished,” he thought.

One day, a nurse showed him a video of wheelchair racing. The racers were fast —
faster than anyone on the ground. "They looked like the wind,” Aoki says. "I wanted
to be the wind, too.”

He started training at sixteen. His arms became strong. Five years later, he won his
first international race.

Now Aoki visits schools and says to students, "When one door closes, look for
another door. It is often bigger.”

His next dream is to win a gold medal — and to open a racing school for children.
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