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Michi Yamanaka was born in this town in 1900. At that time, girls couldn’t go to
school easily, but Michi loved learning. She borrowed books from a doctor in her
town and read them by the river after work. Sometimes she walked ten kilometers
to return just one book.

When she was twenty, she started a small class for children in her house. She had
only five students at first. Some people said, "A school by a woman? Impossible.”
She didn’t argue. She just kept teaching.

Thirty years later, her small class became a real school with three hundred
students. Doctors, teachers, and farmers — many of them were once her students.
She often said, "Learning is a light. Nobody can take it from you.”

Michi died in 1985. Five years later, the town built a new library and gave it her
name. By the entrance, there is a small statue of a girl reading a book by the river.
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