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©® Have you ever looked down at the yellow blocks on the street or at the station? They
are called tenji blocks. There are two kinds: blocks with long lines mean “you can go this
way,” and blocks with small dots mean “stop and check.” Most people walk over them
without thinking. But for people who cannot see, the blocks are( @ )under their feet —
they tell them where to go and where to stop.

@ Tenji blocks were born in Japan. In the 1960s, a man named Seiichi Miyake learned that
his friend was losing his sight. Miyake wanted to help him walk through the town safely, so
he used his own money and made the first blocks. In 1967, the world’s first tenji blocks

were put on a street in Okayama, near a school for children who could not see. | A

© From that small street, the blocks began to travel. In the 1970s, they appeared in train
stations in Japan, and little by little, they spread to the whole country. Today, you can find
them in many countries around the world. There is also an international rule about their
shape, so the lines and dots are almost the same everywhere.

® However, the blocks cannot do their job alone. If a bicycle is parked on them, they

become a wall, not a road. If people stand on them and look at their phones, the way is

closed. The blocks can help someone only when the way on them is clear. | C

® Technology is now giving the blocks new power. At some stations, blocks work together
with smartphone apps: when the app reads a code on the block, it tells the user the way

with voice guidance. | D | The small yellow blocks carry a big idea — a town should be

designed for everyone. The next time you see them, you will not walk over them without
thinking.

GE) tenji block mF7J0vY / dot = ./ Seiichi Miyake ==#—(A%&) / Okayama [l  international rule EE
BRREY  park ~&E &S / voice guidance BHEEXRW  design ~Z&Kitd 3
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Thanks to this rule, people who cannot see can use the blocks in the same way in a
foreign country. (CORFWDHEMFT. BORZBVWAIFAETERLULSICTOVIZEFER S,)
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