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©® Japan has about four million vending machines. That is about one machine for every
thirty people — the highest rate in the world. You can find them not only in big cities but
also on quiet mountain roads and small islands. They sell many things: hot and cold drinks,
ice cream, hot soup, and even fresh eggs from local farms. Many visitors from other
countries are surprised to see this.

® Why does Japan have so many? First, Japan is a safe country. Machines can stand
outside all night, and they are rarely broken. Second, a vending machine needs only a small
space and works( @ ). It never takes a holiday, and it never gets tired. In a country with
little space and few workers, this is a big point. A shop needs people, light, and a large
building, but a machine quietly does the same job in one square meter.

© Vending machines in Japan also have a long history. The oldest one still kept today was
made in 1904. It sold stamps and postcards, and it even had a small mailbox. For many
years, however, these machines were not common. The big change came in the 1960s. New
one-hundred-yen coins spread across Japan, and people began to carry them every day.

Buying a drink from a machine became quick and easy for everyone. | B | Then, in the

1970s, Japanese companies invented machines that could sell both hot and cold drinks in
one box. This surprised the world.

® Today, vending machines are getting new jobs. Some of them use solar power to save
energy. Others show information in foreign languages for visitors, or let people pay with
their phones instead of coins. On a hot day, some machines choose cold drinks and show
them first. In some towns, machines quietly watch the street with cameras and help keep

the area safe at night. | C

@ Of course, there are problems, too. Vending machines use a lot of electricity, and the
bottles and cans they sell can become street trash. Companies are working hard on these
problems. New machines use about half the electricity that machines used twenty years

ago, and recycling boxes now stand next to most machines. | D | Vending machines are like

small shops that never sleep, and they will keep changing with society. Fifty years ago,
they surprised the world with hot and cold drinks in one box. Fifty years from now, they
may surprise us again.
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They can even work as helpers in an emergency: some machines give people free
drinks when a big earthquake happens. (BREHI[FAINN—ICEZBENET—AMED S BRI T
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