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Read the story and answer the questions. XEZEEHHEETI,

© For three years, I ran. Morning practice before the sun was high, and evening practice
until the school gate closed. The relay at the fall sports festival was going to be my last
race in junior high school, and our team had a real chance to win. Ten days before the
festival, on a wet staircase, I slipped. The doctor’s words were short: “No running for three
weeks.” In one second, my last race disappeared.

® For two days, I did not go to practice. What could I do there with this white bandage?
On the third day, our coach called me. I expected soft, kind words. Instead, he said,
“Daichi, you have watched our runners for three years. Your eyes are trained. The team
needs them now.” He gave me a small notebook. “From tomorrow, you are the eyes of the
team.”

© At first, it was just hard. Watching my teammates run — running was the thing I loved
most — made my chest hurt. But I wrote. I wrote everything: Kenji starts strong but slows
down in the last thirty meters. Sota looks back when he waits for the baton — he loses
speed. Momo’s baton pass is beautiful, but only when she shouts first. Page by page, my
notebook became full, and something strange happened: my chest hurt less when my pen
moved more.

® One week before the race, I showed the team my notes. “Sota, don’t look back. Trust
Kenji’s voice. Momo, always shout — your shout is the real baton.” We practiced the passes
again and again after sunset. The baton dropped, and dropped, and then — it stopped
dropping. On the last evening, Sota said to me, “With your notes, I can see my own back.
That’s the strangest, most useful thing.”

® On the day of the race, I stood by the track, not on it. The gun sounded. Kenji started
strong — and slowed at the last thirty meters, just as my notebook said. But Sota did not
look back. He listened, caught the voice, and the baton flew like a bird. Momo shouted. The
last runner crossed the line — second place, but with our best time of the year. The team
ran to me before they ran to anyone else.

® That night, I wrote the last line in the notebook: “We did not win. We found something
better — a team that can see itself.” Next spring, I will start high school. Maybe I will run
again; my leg is getting better. But even if I run, I will keep this notebook in my bag. Now I
know there are two ways to be in a race. One is with your legs. The other is with your eyes
— and both of them run.
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f1(15/:) How did Daichi feel in the first two days after the doctor’s words?
7 He was glad to have free time at last.

1 He felt he had no role in the team and stayed away from practice.

7 He was excited to become a coach.

T He was angry at his teammates.

fl2(15=) The coach says, “Your eyes are trained.” What does he mean?

7 Daichi should see a doctor about his eyes.

1 Daichi can watch the games on TV at home.

7 Daichi wears glasses when he runs.

T Three years of running gave Daichi the power to notice things about runners.

B3(155) Choose the right order of the events.
A Daichi shows his notes to the team. B Daichi slips on a wet staircase.
C The team records their best time of the year. D The coach gives Daichi a notebook.

7 B->D—->A-C
1 D—>B->A-C
2 B->A-D-C
I A-»>B-D-C

B4 (155) The sentence “my chest hurt less when my pen moved more” shows that

7 writing became a painful job for Daichi

1 Daichi’s leg got better because he wrote a lot

7 having a new role slowly healed Daichi’s sad feeling
T Daichi stopped watching his teammates

f5(20/=) According to the story, which is true?

7 The team won the first prize in the relay.

1 Sota stopped looking back and trusted Kenji’s voice in the race.
7 Daichi ran the last part of the relay.

I Momo’s baton pass was good only when she was silent.

f6(20s) What is the main message of this story?

7 Winning is the only thing that matters in sports.

1 People should not run on wet staircases.

7 A team does not need a coach if it has a notebook.

T There is more than one way to be part of a race.
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