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©® In May, a new student came to our class. His name was Shun. He was tall and good at
basketball, so our team was excited. But there was one thing we did not like. After
practice, we always play a free game — it is the most fun time of the day. Shun never
joined it. He said, “Sorry, I have to go,” and left quickly, every day. Soon, some members
started to say, “He doesn’t like us.”

® I believed it, too. In June, I stopped passing the ball to Shun in the free game time — he
was never there, and in my heart, he was already “the cold new player.” One day, our coach
said to me, “Kenta, you are the captain. Do you know Shun? Not his basketball. Him.” I
could not answer. I knew his plays, but I did not know anything about his days.

© The answer came on a rainy Saturday. I went to the morning market with my mother. At
the corner of the park, I saw a boy practicing shooting alone under the small roof of the
gate. It was six thirty in the morning. It was Shun. He saw me and looked a little
embarrassed. “My little brother is sick,” he said slowly. “My mother works in the evening, so
I go home early and stay with him. Morning is my only time for extra practice.”

® 1 did not know what to say for a moment. I remembered our words — “He doesn’t like us.”
My face became hot. “Can I join you next Saturday?” I finally said. Shun’s eyes became
wide. Then he smiled for the first time. “Six thirty. Don’t be late,” he said. From that day,
our morning practice started. First two people, then five, and in July, almost half of the
team.

O Last week, we won the first game of the summer tournament. In the last minute, Shun
passed the ball to me — not to shoot by himself — and I made the final shot. After the
game, he laughed loudly with us for the first time. On the way home, I thought about the
rainy Saturday. If a door looks closed, it does not always mean the door is locked. Maybe
you just have to knock first.
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